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SUBJECT: JAPAN-USSR FISHERY NEGOTIATIONS 

1 . SUMMARY: OPENING POSITION OF USSR AT FISHERY NEGOTIATIONS 
UNDERWAY IN TOKYO AND MOSCOW SUGGESTS SEVERE RESTRICTIONS WILL BE 
PLACED ON JAPANESE FISHING WITHIN THE SOVIET 200-MILE ZONE. THE 
JAPANESE PRESS IS REPORTING THAT THE QUOTA WILL BE 600,000 MT, A 
REDUCTION OF 60 PERCENT FROM THE CATCH IN 1975. USSR APPARENTLY 
DEMANDING THAT "AN EQUAL QUOTA" BE PROVIDED THEM IN THE JAPAN 

200- MILE ZONE WHEN ESTABLISHED. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE JAPANESE PRESS. AT THE BILATERAL MEETINGS 
UNDERWAY IN MOSCOW TO DEVELOP A PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT FOR JAPAN- 
ESE FISHING, THE USSR INFORMED THE GOJ THAT JAPANESE FISHERIES 
WITHIN THE SOVIET 200-MILE ZONE WOULD BE LIMITED TO 600,000 MT 
CONSISTING OF GROUNDFISH SUCH AS POLLOCK, FLOUNDERS AND SQUID. 

IN RETURN. THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT WILL DEMAND "AN EQUAL QUOTA" 
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CATCH OF 600,000 MT WITHIN THE JAPANESE 200-MILE ZONE WHEN IT 
IS ESTABLISHED. SINCE THE JAPANESE CATCH WITHIN THE SOVIET 
200-MILE ZONE WAS 1.4 MILLION METRIC TONS IN 1975, THIS IS A 
REDUCTION OF NEARLY 60 PERCENT IN THE JAPANESE CATCH. THE SOVIET 
CATCH WITHIN THE 200-MILE ZONE OF JAPAN IS REPORTED TO BE 
300,000 TO 400,000 MT. 
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3. JAPAN-USSR COMMISSION NEGOTIATIONS ON SALMON AND HERRING 
COMMENCED 15 MARCH IN TOKYO. FISHATT ATTENDED AS OBSERVER, AS 
HAS BEEN CUSTOMARY IN THE PAST, ON INVITATION OF GOJ AND CON- 
CURRENCE OF SOVIET CHIEF DELEGATE NIKONOROV AND WILL BE PERMITTED 
TO ATTEND ALL OPEN SESSIONS UNTIL CLOSE OF MEETING. THOUGH USSR 
HAS NOW AGREED TO DISCUSS SALMON AND HERRING FISHERIES WITHIN 
THE 200-MILE ZONE, THE GOJ IS PESSIMISTIC THAT QUOTA WILL BE 
OBTAINED. SALMON CATCH WAS APPROXIMATELY 17,000 TONS IN 1976 

AND HERRING CATCH 22,000. NIKONOROV TOLD FISHATT AT RECEPTION 
THAT USSR VERY STRONGLY AFFECTED BY 200-MILE ZONE AROUND THE 
WORLD. ACCOMPANYING SOVIET EMBASSY OFFICIAL ESTIMATED THAT CLOSE 
TO 60 PERCENT OF SOVIET CATCH IS IN 200-MILE ZONES OF OTHER 
COUNTRIES. 

4. THE ISSUE OF THE DISPUTED NORTHERN ISLANDS APPARENTLY HAS NOT 
BEEN RAISED AS YET AT EITHER OF THE MEETINGS. 
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